MURDER   IN   MARSEILLES
to face Jugoslavian threats alone in the League Council.
Actually Italo-Jugoslav relations., which had been deplorable
ever since the War, began to improve during 1933, and at the
beginning of January 1934 a commercial treaty between the
two nations had actually been signed. But then the old sus-
picions began to develop again.
The effect of the assassination was to bring both countries
to their senses. Italian wireless propaganda was silenced
and diplomatic protests quickly dropped. Perhaps Musso-
lini had a guilty conscience, for the Jugoslav Govern-
ment had claimed more than once to have clear evidence
of the Italian Government harbouring Jugoslav terrorists.
France and Italy apparently came to a secret understand-
ing that France should exercise her influence to prevent
Jugoslavia implicating Italy and to concentrate on Hungary
only. In return Italy would do nothing to support Hun-
gary in the League. Jugoslavia was to be told that she could
not look for French military support.
There is, then, a case for claiming that before the League
took it over, the situation had virtually been settled. But a
Balkan fracas is not too easily dispatched, and on the rgth
October the Councils of the Little Entente and the Balkan
Group issued identical commtimques supporting Jugo-
slavia. Goering then suggested a Jugoslav—German
rapprochement but Belgrade rejected it. On the 22nd
November Jugoslavia invoked Article XI in no uncertain
terms. The Hungarians replied two days later through
Eckhardt, their delegate to the Assembly. He agreed with
Jugoslavia that peace was in danger, but the responsibility
for the state of tension lay with the Jugoslav Government
and Press. Immediately afterwards they sent in another
note calling in Benes, who was President of the Council at
this time, to resign on the grounds that he was a party to the
case.
Between the 7th and the loth of December the Jugoslav
request was dealt with by the Council, but only after intense

